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David Pfeifer 
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AGENDA TOPICS 

It was requested that the two contractors communicate better to help maintain the gallon per minute flow 
required to eliminate short cycling the pumps. 

It was discussed that the rate increase be gradual.  Cass agreed to write a letter to the associations about 
the rate increase and what this rate increase would cover in the future. 

Since Ranchland Utilities has the experience and expertise in maintaining  the main distribution line and 
pumps, and the consistency of owner and operator.  Whereas the associations directors and managers will 
change over time.  The associations would like to maintain the agreement that Ranchland will continue to be 
responsible for the main line and pumps.  

Bruno would like to know the features of the existing control panel and the cost to replace it.   It was 
requested that a possible more complex control panel be installed if it would help the system.  

It was discussed to hire Molson and Corbin do a feasibility study again to provide possible solutions to water 
hammer and high pressures as stated below. 

 

Leonard was missing at this meeting so many of the questions were unanswered.  I am leaving the below 
items for review from the last meeting. 

 

Discussion:  Variable speed pumps would help decrease the water hammering.  

Conclusion:  The cost for variable speed pumps is approximately $250,000 as Leonard remembers. 

Action Item: Leonard will look for the pricing that was received several years back. Leonard missed this 
meeting so the information is still unknown. 

 

Discussion:  In line jockey pumps installed mid way in the system would allow the pumps to run at lower 
pressures. 

Conclusion:  Lower pressures would increase the life of the whole system. 



Action Item: Leonard will verify the cost of jockey pumps.   

 

Discussion:  Water schedules for the north and south were discussed.  Leonard would like to read the master 
meter only.  If the water schedules were consistent this might be possible.    

Conclusion:  It was discussed and requested by the Associations to read all the meters as is currently being 
done to insure each association is held accountable for their specific usage. 

  

Discussion:  Class 900 pipe has a life span and a maximum water pressure load.   

Conclusion:  Teri and Leonard were going to look into the lifespan and max water pressure for the pipe.  This 
information was started but is not concluded at this time. 

Action Item: Further investigation is needed by Teri and Leonard. 

 

Discussion:  Pond is degrading and becoming more shallow over time from sediment.  The pond is not lined 
with a barrier. 

 Action Item:  Drain the pond this winter to determine the amount of sediment fill.  Plan accordingly to the 
amount of fill. 

 

Discussion: It was discussed to create a pond high in Rancho Viejo and let the water gravity feed down to the 
association with small jockey pumps to run the irrigations systems. 

Conclusion: Cost would be high to create a new pond.  There would also be a cost to install a new main line 
back down to feed the associations with PRV's for the lower sections.  

 

Discussion:  Purchase an out of ground tank to install up high for a gravity feed system. 

Conclusion:  The dimensions of a 100,000 gallon tank would be approximately 26 feet high and 30 feet wide. 

 

Discussion:  It was discussed to hire Molson and Corbin do a feasibility study. 

Conclusion: A feasibility study could allow us to all plan for the future as far as the irrigation infrastructure. 

Action item: Cass will ask M & C what a feasibility study would cost. 

 

Discussion:  Request that the Association Managers figure out what each association spends on repairs each 
year. 

Action Item 

 

Discussion:  Electrical cost increase during summer months was discussed.  

Conclusion:  PNM payments were provided by Ranchland showing the average of non watering months 
between November and March to be $3,761.  The average of the watering months April to October is 
$4,648.  The difference between non watering months and watering months is $887 (~ 19% increase).  This 
method is approximate, and includes the lights and electrical heat being on more in the winter. 



 

Discussion:  The cost of the reclaimed water is planned to increase this coming year to help build funding for 
the pumps and aging system. 

Conclusion:  Per Ranchland Utility, the price is going to increase  between $2.50 and $3.00 per 1,000 gallons.  
Current price is $1.00 per 1,000 gallons. 

Action Item: Dave and Teri will inform the RVS Board this Tuesday during the 2014 budget discussion that an 
increase is expected. 


